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How To Build Giant Puppets!
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PUPPET RESOURCES 
Updated 2025!  If you  have a great resource to share, please email us at 
wisefool@lmi.net.


“How-To” Handbooks & Pages 
• 68 Ways to Make Really Big Puppets by Sara Peattie and the Puppeteers Collective 
Full color booklet with drawings of any different styles of puppets and brief technical information. 
Download Free!   https://puppetco-op.org/


• Simple & Cheap Recipes for Puppet Making by Antoinette Martens 
Breadandpuppetpress.org


• Drums & Demonstrations Handbook by the Super Sonic Samba School FREE 
http://puppetista.org/drums/


• The Activist Cookbook  by Andrew Boyd ~ OP can be found used at Bookfinder.com 
• Beautiful Trouble by Andrew Boyd ~ Follow up to the Activist Cookbook


• Engineers of the Imagination, The Welfare State Handbook  by Tony Coult and Baz Kershaw  
Seminal why-to and how-to for puppet-building and Street Theatre. Must-have.


Cattywampus Giant Puppet Making Manual & Processional Arts Manuals


Instructables ~ Creating a Giant Pageant Puppet 
 
Inspiration 
Paperhand: Puppet Interventions with Cardboard Cloth & Clay  by Jan & Donovan Paperhandpuppet.org 
Theater of Wonder: 25 years in the Heart of the Beast by Colleen Sheehy 
K.Ruby’s History of Radical Puppetry  https://www.rogueruby.com/radpup.html


Miscellaneous 
Puppetista.Org  Protest Puppet Resource Page 
Creature Staplers ~ These staplers which are excellent for sculpting in cardboard are called the Rapid 31 Plier Stapler 
with sword point.  I’ve never seen them in a store but they are readily available online. Currently run around $60.  
 

Giant Puppets & Puppetista Projects in the USA (not exhaustive!) 
Wise Fool New Mexico (Santa Fe NM) wisefoolnewmexico.org

Penasco Theatre Collective (Penasco NM) penascotheatre.com

Giant Puppets Save the World (SF, CA) houses some original WF puppets, giantpuppetssavetheworld.com  
New Orleans Giant Puppet Festival (New Orleans LA) neworleansgiantpuppetfest.com

String & Shadow (Olympia WA) stringandshadow.com 
Stonelion Puppets (Kansas City, KS) stonelionpuppets.org 
Bread & Puppet Theatre (Glover, VT) breadandpuppet.org

In the Heart of the Beast (Minneapolis MN) hobt.org  
Paperhand Puppet Intervention  (Saxapahaw, NC) paperhandpuppet.org  
Processional Arts Workshop (NY NY) processionalarts.org

Spiral Q (Philadelphia,  PA) spiralq.org

Dragon Dance Theatre (Quebec) dragondancetheatre.org
Kitchen Table Puppets & Press (TX) IG@kitchentable.puppetspress  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This excerpt is part of a much longer handbook that includes information on brainstorming, 
collective process, stilt walking, image development, theatre games, storyboarding, kids projects 
and more. With dozens of color photos to inspire you and 20 pages of new material to inform and 
inspire, it’s got everything you need to know to start your own protest puppet project.


To get your copy, add your story and more, go to 

WiseFoolHandBook.com 
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